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OBSERVATIONS 


Upon the ACT'S for 


ANNUITIES 


HE Ads for Annuities are Four, whereby two con- 

{iderable Supplies for the War have been granted upon 

one Fund, The two firſt Ads raiſed a Million as 

ſpeedily as could be imagined, the two laſt for 
6180091, have not yet raiſed that Sum: The Reaſons will be en- 
deavoured to be obſerved by this Paper, and the Remore's will be 
attempted to be removed with regard to, and alfo preſervation of 
His Majeſty's Intereſt and Pterogative, with the Honour and 
Methods of Parliament ; and alſo the publick and private Pro- 
perty of very many Subjects, 

Which, with Submiflion to better Judgments, the firſt rub or 
difficulty that ſeems to be in the way for hindring the raifing the 
laſt Sum, is a Clauſe in the firſt At, Fol, 221. which ſays, That 
no Centributers to the Million (hal advance any further Sum upon the 
Terms or Advantages: This Clauſe may be ſaid to be Supercedad 
or Repeal'd by the two laſt Acts, which yet is only conſequentt- 
ally ; [2 neither of the two laſt Acts take notice of that Clauſe 
expreſly. | 

Secondly, Both the firſt As for the Million ſeem to take 
eſpecial Care that His MajzI|ty ſhall not raiſe any Sum upon that 
Fund exceeding the 4illion ; and there ſeems to be a labour topre- 
vent the King's di/poſal of any Sum that ſhall riſe upon this Fund, 
in caſe it ſhall raiſe in any Year or Years, any Sum or Sums over 
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atd above the Security or Compenſation for the Million, Andif it 
{hall happen toraiſe more, it is called a Surplzs, which has a Ba: 
GYer 1t not agreeable with the Title of a Grft, and may be fu:ther 
aken notice of hereafter, ; 

The Third Obſervation of theſe As is, that in caſe the Sum 
ſna!l al} ſhort of what 15 intended to be raiſed, then there is allows: 
a borrowing Clauſe, which is but 5. per Cent. which being leſs taan 
the King allows in other Caſes, and by other Acts, 5 che reaſon 
why the Sum of 618000). intended tor the I/ar, is not railed by 
borrewing, though the Fund ſhould come up to the full expectaticr,, 
and a Surp/aſage, whichistear'd by many; and thereioce unwilling 
to venture the Purchaſing the remaining years after the Life they 
have already, But that Fealou/ie may bs removed it we get over 
this laſt Ob/erwation : which IS, 


Fourthly, That none of the Four Ads take parcicular notice: 


Neminees djing, which will make the moſt material part of this 
Dilcourle. 


I the firſt place ſome are of Opinion, that all ſuch Annuities 
by the firſt Acts as czaſe bv the Death of the Nominee or Nominees, 
ſhall come within the Acceptarion of a Surpluſage, and that they 
are the King's and his Heirs ; which, with ſubmifiion to better 
Judgments, I cannot comprehend by theſe Ads to be a Surpluſage ; 
but rather a Gift of Providence than a Gift of the Parliament : But 
whether it be determined a Swrpluſage or not,the Limitation leſſens 
theGrant, and appears to be a clipping the Wings of the Gift, 1t 
not of the Prerogative. 

But to ſtick cloſe to the buſineſs of theſe As for Supplies to the 
Far ; at preſent th2 618000). cannot be raiſed by thele laſt Acts, be- 
cauſe none of them take notice direRly of the Nominees deceaſed, 
which ought ro bes 1n being,as a foundation for a Sale of further Term 
& Years: And it is natural to concludeghat had the Parliament taken 
notice of Nominees decea/ing, they would have ſet more Years than 
Five for the Purchaſes 3 and yet on the other hand it would have 
ſounded harſh to Debate or Vote the Sale of what was faln to the 
King; yet that waved, the King 13 ſuppoled to have a greater Sum 
for the War than is reaily raiſed, It is confeiizd the Crown may 
have the Sum in Rever{fon, 1f the Fund anſwers expefFation : But that 
does not k225 up the Meto0s of Parliament for raiſing the expreſs 
Sum to carry 05 the Par, unicſs the King borrows upon 1t, which at 
5 per Cent. he is not like to do for the Reaſons above: _ 
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Moreover it is the Diſcourſe of. many Nominees in being,that the 
Fund falls ſhort of ſatisfying the Survivorſhips and Nominees 1n being 
at 144. per Ann, (which 1s another Dilcouragement of purchaſing the 
Years over) and therefore hope and expect, that what ſhall fall by 
Deaths ſhall be employed to their ſarz{o/ 101; mhICh being allow'd, 
che King has neither the Five Years ir prefunt ior che Zr, 1ccor- 
ding to the Intentof the Acts, nor az 12 che Fard wo borrow 190 3 
the conſequence whereof will adini: ©: a longer Diſcourte than } 
ſhall preſume upon 

My buſineſs at preſent being on'y to take off Fealonufies, and 
clear the Miſtakes that ſeemingiy appr: Wichto doeiizRually , 
I muſt firſt be afliſted by a Means our oi ray Compatls, that is, The 
Examination of the Accounts as lie {i 1ppoint; for thoſe will de- 
monſtrate what the Fund aitoros, and alſo the number ot the No- 

:nees dead ; whereby will appear the defect of the Sum expreiſed 
and rely*'d upon, and then the Hays and Means to ſupply the defict- 
ency will be the ealier undertaken. To which 1 {hall humbly otter 
this further, 

[In caſe the Fund ſhall fal ſhort for railing the 6182col!, accor- 
ding tothe Intention of the Acts, then the Parhament will lee the 
Difficulties the King has been under, and conſequent]y tor their 
Honour will find a Supply. 

In caſe the Fund aniwers the Intention, by Publiſhing the ſame 
all Fealouſies are taken off from the Nominees in being, and thole 
that have not purchaſed ihe Term over, ought to declare whether 
they will purchaſe or not ; for many may be willing to purchaſe that 
are not willing to break the civil Mechods, that 1s, to purchaſe over 
another Man's head. lt 1s contetled the ewo laſt Acts have given 
time for Perſons in poſſeſſion to come in, and after the limitation, fiee- 
dom to others ; but the Reaſons above have cauled a {lacknels. 

And moreover ſome livinsz have been fearful that it the Fund 
ſhall hold up to the expectation, 1n3iy Nominees being dead, the Re- 
verſion unpurchaſed, the Parliament tai.ing notice thereof, inay 1n 
the end of a Setlion wanting a litle Sum, }zy lomea [rribrr Charge 
upon it, which will continue a 4if/-:5faticn £9 ts Cibject, and 
take off all proſpe& of Advantage to ine Kin 

Therefore taking all tne Preinitics roger! 
mination tha: it's requilite or necelt iy ih; 
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viewed, and if what ha: been oble:ved £0172 true, then a Fifth 
may enſue, which may v:11g all to Accomndatm yg for Waich E- 
very Paragraph hitherto 1s but as ſo many Gditiiact Vheeb or Move: 
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ments in Clock-work, wanting the moſt material part or principal 

Spring to ſet all agoing rightly, according to my undertaking in 

the beginning. 

Which when I explain, if the Reader, be not Courteous, he will 
ſuddenly conclude all this1s but as a Windmil puft about with Se/f- 
Intereſt : I will confeſs there ts ſomething of that in the bottom, and 
I hope I may be pardon'd if I ſay I ſee few move in the Werld 
that have not ſomething tending that way, and if I ſhould ſtand 
as a mark at Charing-Croſs to be flung at by any one that comes that 
way, without ſome Selfi/hneſs I might come off without a Broken 
Head. And it my Endeavonrs for the preſervation of the Laws eſt a- 
bliſhed, the undertakings and ſufferings for preventing Arbitrary Power 
and Popery, without Deſigns in thoſe points for Self- Intereſt were as 
well known, as theſe At are of concern, perhaps I ſhould not be 

Neeply cenſured for putting my elf into a publick concern for ſome 

recompence ; Which I hope the Reader will allow to be model2t ; for 
Ldo refer my ſelf to the King and Parliament to give me what pro- 
portion or ſcantling of time they ſhall think fat, if I live to the en- 
joyment of what aim at,after the Government has moved accor- 
ding to its own ſteps, for I ask no profittill the King and his People 
have reaped their hoped for Satwfation; in cale they allow or ap- 
prove the Hinge all this former diſcourſe hangs upon, which in con- 
clufion 15 thus : 

That his Majelty nominate a Nominee or Nominees to ſupply the p!a- 
ces of thoſe dead as s Foundation to Purchaſe upon, at five Years that 
zs paying Seventy Pounds into the Exchequer for each Fourteen 
Pound per Annum,and /o proportionably for greater Sums; for which 
his Majeſty to allow ſo many years for Principal and Intereſt ,and a!- 
ſo to me as Conduit: Pipe or Nominee ſuch time as his Majeſty wii6 
tbe Parhament ſhall chink fit : during whichtime Tallies to be given, 
and Payments equivalent with the original Purchalers according to 
the methods of the Als, And after the Expiration of the time limued, 
ro revertto tbe King and Crown clear and not chargeable by Parlia- 
ment z 27 20 bediſpoled of ſo 25 to lelſen the ſecurity of others in caſe 
tbe Fund ſnall fall ſhort; Nor ſhall any allowances be made to any per- 
ſon whatſoever, till the Seventy Pounds and 0 upward: be firſt paic 
into the Exchequer fer a Tally or Tallies > which with ſubmiſſion 
to Perſons of better Experience in Afﬀairs,comprehends the [- 
zentions of all the Ads with Honour and Intereſtoallin general and 
particular, In which if I miſtake I ask pardon, and ſhall for the 
tuture endeayour to {pend the ſhort time I have left in abſoluts 
Obtcuriy, F INI S, 
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